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We are Thankful for our January bakers… 

Pat Wilson 

Julie Wilson 

Shirley Hatch 

Susan Gribbin 

Louise Penner 
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Advertiser of  the Month 
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Marlene Starkman fell in love with batiks after she started quilting in the 1980’s. 
But the prices of batik fabrics at the shops were so high, so she started looking 
online - primarily in the United States. She quickly discovered that the final cost 
of  ordering from the US was a bit more than she had anticipated! As the Internet 
expanded, Marlene realized she could offer quality fabric - particularly the batiks 
she loved so much - to Canadians at U.S. prices. So she opened Flare Fabrics in      
September 2010. They specialize in batiks, a fabric that is handmade in Indone-
sia. Marlene personally selects each bolt for its quality and colour, however she 
has also grown to appreciate the “bold” fabric movement – and she loves to mix 
and match batiks with solids and modern fabrics. It’s an exciting blend of old 
and new. And she is always on the look out for the unusual - a new fabric artist 
or a line that she hopes Canadians who don’t have a quilt store in their town will 
want to try. 
 
Marlene runs her online store with the help of her part-time assistant, Courtenay 
Neray, from the studio Marlene’s husband built – a 10Hx10Hshed in their back-
yard. “I love it – it’s board and batten structure with lots of windows and a sky-
light.   My main cutting table and all the office equipment are there,” Marlene 
explains. As the business grew, Marlene has also taken over the basement of the 
house. “I’m extremely lucky to have such an accommodating family! Courtney 
and I are constantly running between buildings to fill orders.” Not only is her 
office convenient for Marlene, but their house is in the perfect location in      
Toronto too - the postal box is at the end of the street, so she doesn’t have far to 
go to carry the orders! 
 
Why shop online? One of the advantages is that, as an online store, Flare Fabrics 
is “open” 24/7. Questions and orders come in any time of day and night. “I 
sometimes have to remember the time differences!” Marlene says. Their        
customers are from all over Canada - from Newfoundland to Victoria, BC, to 
Nunavut. “We receive orders from every province, and from every part of each 
province and I absolutely LOVE that. Courtney and I are talking about starting   
a map to show where people live. I get a buzz when it’s from a new location 
across Canada.” 
 
And just how do you purchase fabric online, if you can’t see it or feel it?     
Courtenay has the photography skills and takes all the photos for the website. 
“Her artistic eye is constantly in demand as she responds to customers asking for 
help with colour selections and groupings,” Marlene explains. “She matches  
fabric bolts together, takes photos, emails them to customers and then has      
ongoing ‘conversations’ until both she and the customer are satisfied with the 
contrast, colourway and value of the fabric.” 

Marlene spends most of her time running the business side of Flare Fabrics. She maintains an active blog that is linked to 
the website, where customers and visitors from all across Canada can go to see tutorials and tips on quilting, and find free     
patterns and more. “These include easy quilts as well as laptop covers and totes,” Marlene says. “Just last month, my       
assistant Courtney posted a tutorial on how to recover chair cushions! She’s also written instructions on how to sew two 
styles of aprons – both of which we use at every quilt show we attend.” Later this year, Marlene will be starting a        
YouTube channel offering basic quilting instructions, and launching a block of the month project with online classes     
and expanded tutorials. With Flare Fabrics online, you’ll never have to leave home to enjoy your quilting passion!�



Please consider supporting our advertisers as their advertising dollars contribute greatly to the Financial stability of our Guild! 



50/50 Draw 
 

Tickets are 3 for $1 and can be  
purchased at the Publicity table.  
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 Registration:  Each workshop is $35.00 plus $10 for the pattern 
 

Name (please print) ____________________________________  Date  __________________________ 
 
Email           ____________________________________      Telephone #  ____________________ 
 

I would like to sign up for:      The Monarch Butterfly                     The Cardinal       Both   
 

Do you need to purchase a pattern:    Yes         No                                                             
 

Cheque or cash attached for the amount of   $________     
 
Please bring your registration form and payment to the January meeting. 
            Darlene Jackson, KQG 

 

  
Monarch Butterfly 

  
Wed., May 13th, 2015  at  the Midhurst 

                                                 Museum 

Cost – Course  - $35.00 

            Pattern - $10.00 
  
If you purchased the pattern at our Sept. meeting, then you 
only need to pay $35.00) 
  
Time -  9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
  

 

 

  

 

  
 Cardinal 

  
 Thurs., May 14th,  2015 at the Midhurst 
                                                          Museum 

 Cost – Course  - $35.00 

            Pattern - $10.00 
  
 (If you purchased the pattern at our Sept. meeting, then you only      
need to pay $35.00) 
  
 Time -  9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
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Please Note:  If school buses are cancelled, Comfort Quilters will not meet.  



Upcoming Events �
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MEETING ETIQUETTE: 

 

Please… 
 

Turn your cell phones to vibrate or turn them off. 

Do not stand up to take photos of the beautiful 

quilts and block the view of those seated behind 

you. 

Don’t wear perfumes during meetings; some   

people are highly sensitive to them.   

Respect our speakers, listen during presentations 

and visit during breaks. 

 

DEADLINE for SUBMISSIONS  
to next month’s newsletter: 

Friday, February 13, 2015 
Please email to lborgdorff@sympatico.ca. Your 

newsletter editor will need submissions on time to 

publish on schedule.  Thanks, Phyllis  


